
It is likely that I am the youngest person that you’ve had speak their concerns about the changes 

to the airport. I am 22 years old and I’m here to represent the health interests of my generation 

(Generation Z) and the ones that come after me. 

Just so that you can get to know a bit about me, I am the fourth generation of my family that has 

lived in the Trenton area. My grandparents moved here in the 1940s looking for jobs and raised 

their children here, who raised their children here, who then raised their children here. Each 

generation decided to do this because Mercer County was a nice place for children to live, play, 

and grow. As a kid, I boasted the ability to look up at the sky and see stars and basically only 

stars in the sky and to sleep with the windows open, hearing the occasional car passing by before 

I fell asleep. My mother bought our house in the hopes that if she sacrificed today, she could 

leave the house to her children and grandchildren. 

But last month, I went for a walk and counted 6 planes overhead and could hear another. Last 

week, I slept with my windows open and was jolted awake multiple times by passing planes. And 

with passing planes, noise and air pollution, dropping property values, I’m not sure that will be 

in my best interest to have a fifty or a sixth generation in this area.

I understand that those supporting the airport believe that it will bring increased revenue to the 

area, but those “increases” come with costs of their own that must be taken into consideration. I 

am concerned about how this airport will impact my generation and those even younger and 

more vulnerable than me. Research shows that communities nearest airports have higher preterm 

birth rates than those farther away. Preterm babies need care that costs thousands of dollars a day, 

sometimes covered by private insurance but also by public insurance. Children in airport areas 

have higher asthma rates, are exposed to particulate matter that is released by the airplanes which 

has been shown to increase risk for heart disease, stroke, and other cardiovascular diseases. 

Research also shows increased behavioral problems in children who are exposed to 

environmental pollution, which comes with its own great costs as well. Yes, we all worry about 

pollution, but pollution is even more dangerous for little bodies because of their immature blood-

brain barriers, immune systems, and brains. Eventually, people in my generation and after will 

have to pay for these diseases, not only with our wallets, but also with our bodies, lives, and 



futures. THIS is the cost of the airport. After considering all of these costs, how much does this 

airport project really bring for the citizens of Ewing and Trenton? How much will it really enrich 

our lives, when it will also take so much?

I ask you, freeholders, to ensure that I, a young professional, do not become an externality. More 

importantly, I ask that you do every last thing in your power to make sure that those whose little 

bodies are still developing and growing and dreaming, don’t bear the cost of a purchase we make 

today.


