
Public comments made at the Oct 22, 2019 Mercer County Freeholder meeting in reference 

to the recent Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the July 2019 Environmental 

Assessment (EA) conducted for the Runway Protection Zones (RPZ) and Obstruction 

Mitigation project proposed at the Trenton Mercer Airport.  

 My comments are regarding the stated purpose for this project, which you claim is 

motivated purely by safety concerns and will not change airport operations. A few years ago, I 

heard Melinda Montgomery, the airport manager, publicly state that removing runway obstacle 

would allow for lower flying, more heavily laden planes that could reach Frontier’s hub in 

Denver.  In your own EA, in Chapter 4, it states “The existing runway length needs to be 

maintained or it will result in a loss of operations and/or operational restrictions for the Airbus 

320/320neo and the Gulf stream IV/V during wet and slippery runway conditions. It’s wet and 

slippery conditions right now – should those planes be operating from this airport?  If you truly 

thought that this project was purely for safety concerns, which you learned about in March 2015, 

then you would be curtailing those operations right now. What is blatantly obvious, from your 

own EA and the airport manager’s statements,  is that a key  purpose  for this project is to 

effectively lengthen your runway so that you can safely fly the big jets  in all conditions, move 

lower flying, heavily  laden planes and significantly increase airport operations. Why won’t you 

admit this is your goal? I call on you to correct this erroneous EA by adding that a  key  purpose 

of this project is to significantly  increase the size  and number of allowable aircraft operations.  

Obviously, the FONSI would need to be reconsidered if that purpose is truthfully stated and the 

impact of the usage of the runway was included. In addition, you should own up to the fact that 

this project is directly linked to your other expansion plans at the airport.  Because expansion is 

your purpose, you and the FAA should commission a full Environmental Impact Study and 

public health analysis to measure the full impact of your significantly expanded operations on the 

surrounding environment over which you fly. 


